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Purpose

The purposeof the First Impressions Program is to help a community learn about existing strengths and
weaknesses as seen through the eyes of a first time visitor.

Conditions of Visit

There were very few limitations with our visit to Little Chute. We left on Sugaaorning at 10 AM. Weather

was sunny and pleasaWhen we arrived in Little Chute it was midfternoon and partly cloudy. Although a

minor rain storm passed through late that evening, both days were sunny and pleasant. It would be interesting
to seehow busy the community was during a Friday or Saturday night. Sunday nights seem very quiet in Little
Chute.

First Impressions Team

Jean Lunde, City of Onalaska Tourism Director, Department of Commerce and Tourism
Jason Gilman, City of Onalaska Serttanner, City of Onalaska

Karl Green, UWMExtension Community Development Educator for La Crosse County
Sam Scintdndependent Publisher, City of Onalaska Resident

Dan Wick, Director of Park and Recreation, City of Onalaska

Process

Our team hadtwo groups, traveling on the same day in two separate cArseparate team member visited the
day before t he ®ohefheam meginadvapcé t® redew the Rihstdressionguide and clarify
the sections they would focus on, as well as logsstor travel and overnightThe written comments were
recorded by the passengers in each vehicle throughout the thgitefore most responses show three separate
ratings Each rating represents the opinion of the team within each Gduis report cortains both actual
comments as well as summations of the a impressions.
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THE FIRST IMPRESSBCRESULTS
PRIOR TO YOUR VISIT

Ease and quality of information about Little Chute

A | received my information on the web and their website was excelleasyto find areas of interest.
A Municipal website very good.
A Great municipal website, easy to navigate.

Rating & comments on communityds online web mat
find information on this community on state and regional tourism web sites ?
Ratings8, 8 =8

-Villageweb site isvery thorough and contains detailed information regarding the Village and the
various departments.The Littl e Chute Windmill site is real
on the web unless you were lodkg for it.

PAST PERCEPTIONS

What was your impression of the community before this visit? What did you expect to
see? Please comment on your knowledge of this community:

A | was picturing something like Omro, WI

A | was not familiar with Little Chute, thugh | was familiar with the Fox Rivers' area and Green Bay. |
expect the community to be a suburb to a large community, with lots of shopping and restaurants. Small
Village
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After taking a five -minute drive through the commu  nity, without stopping, the following reactions
were noted:

Seems like a nice community, homes and yards welt keptno river access.

Entrance signs lacking on some entrances

Friendly people

Lots of Dutch imagery

A Windmills, signs in blue and whitetlétDutch children kissing (sculptures)

It seems | i ke the boundary between Little Chute
Very cute, small town, obviously very proud of its Dutch heritage (and cheese festivall) Some parts,
including dowtown have seen better days, but all in all, downtown is cleach clearly identifiable.

Lots of families, as evidence by small children throughout town.

Lots of parks and a nice water park (with baseball diamonds).

Seems like a nice living alternatfee the larger communities that surround it.
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A Factory right across river is a bit depressing

A Nice schools.

A Clean entrance from Hwy N off 41

A Many services

Al didndt notice a sign directing me to the centr

A Some of the directional signs (athblue ones) seemed too small to read.

A The older, established neighborhoods looked inviting with the mapkelined streets.

A Some arterial streets were less inviting with little or no trees and a lot of power lines.

A The municipal building and parkraplex near it with the small skateboard park was nice.

A Doyle Park is nice, many amenities, but it lacks access to the river edge.

A We were warned about not eating fish from the Fox River.

A There are a lot of inviting pubs and supper clubs

A Thedowntownism e but | didnét notice many retailers ol
something from the areaexcept the bakery which was closed Sunday.

A We saw a lot of active peoplavalking, biking, runningvhich gave me a good impression.

A The industrial lad uses and landfill are noticeable close to residential apEabaps a large parkway

could separate the land uses, walhdscaped road right of way.

COMMUNITY ENTRANCESBSERVATIONS OF EENHRANCE

Entrance #1: Exit 146

Rating: 7

Observations:

A McDonalds Classic was different (nice)

This section of the highway was under construction and lined up with barricades during our visit. This
gave the appearance of congestion and messiness.

The building at, N & North Ave, vacant building is an eyesorght be a great redevelopment site.
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A 1 noticed on?pdorly maintaipartmenf with pé'évling pane and long grass on Hwy N.
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A The 41 exit at Hwy N was easy to find and well marked.

Entrance #2: Heading W - 96 (Main Street from Kaukauna)
Ratingn/r, 5
Obsenations:
A No differentiation between Kaukauna and Little Chiitao signage or welcome sigexcept crime
watch sign

WELCOME
CRIME WATCH

A Street names changed, although route does not.
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Entrance #3: Heading north on Hwy N (Washington Street)
Rating:7, 6
Observations:

A No community entrance signs.

Going over the river, a driver passes from combined locks to Little Chute, however there were no
entrance/welcome signs and no vistas/areas to view the Fox River

No signage until turn off into downtown.

Nice clean approved overrlaige from combined docks.

The community entrance sign at the Walgreens <col
entered the city.

Al s o, t he commerci al 6cornerd® where Washington &
(benches, kiosks, livahelters) to make the area a destination for pedestrians.
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Entrance #4: Hwy 96 east from Appleton
Ratingn/r, 5
Observations:

A Little Chute sign with population and civic sign hard to notisee picturebelow), trees should be
trimmed, civic sign lookeery old.
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A Bike lanes on Main Street/Hwy 96 are nicel!

A A few vacant stores, some poorly maintained housing, not enough asissal or physical to river
nice bike Il ane but | didndt follow where the bik

Entrance # 5: Hwy N (Fr eedom Road) Southbound
Rating: 7
Observations:
A Clean, many desirable services, some underutilized land. A larger entrance sign announcing arrival to
Little Chute would be nice.

Entrance # 6: Main Street (westbound)
Rating: 6
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